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OF THE 



Alexandria, Va., Feb. 13th, 1864, 
The members of the 'Convention elected to alter and amend the 
Constitution of the State of Virginia, assembled in the United States 
District Court Room, and were called to order by W. W. Wing, at 
12 o'clock. M. 

On motion of W. W. Wing, Dr. L. W. Webb-, of Norfolk, was 
elected temporary Chairman, and W. J. Cowing, of Alexandria, 

temporary Secretary. 

Mr. Wing moved that a Committee 'on Credentials, consisting of 
five members be appointed. The motion' being put it was adopted, 
and the President appointed the following named members : Messrs. 
G. R. Boush, E. R. Gover, John W, Stone, John Hawxhurst and 
Dr. A. Watson. 

Mr, Wing then moved the appointment of a Committe, consist- 
ing of three members, to report permanent officers for the Conven- 
tion. 

The motion was adopted, and the President appointed the follow- 
ing Darned members : Messrs. W. W. Wing, S. F. Beach and LeRoy 
G.Edwards. 

On motion of Mr. Wing, the Convention then adjourned until 12. 
o'clock, m., on Tuesday next. 

— o— 
Alexandria, Tuesday, Feb. 10th, 1864, 

Contention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

Mr. Bousn, from the Committee on Credentials, made the follow- 
ing report: 

u Your committee have examined and found correct the commis- 
sions of the following named gentlemen : 

John W. Stone, of Princess Anne County. 

George R. Boush, and Philip G.' Thomas, of Norfdk County. 

Warren W. Wing, of Norfolk Senatorial District. 

John J. Henshaw, James M. Downey and IL R. GovEft, of Lou- 
doun County. 

LeRoy G. Edwards, of the Senatorial District of the Counties of 
Princess Anne and Norfolk and City of -Portsmouth. 

William H. Dix, of Accomac County, 
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Annum Watsox^oF 'Adcomac and Northampton Counties 
Llwis W. Wkb'b, *>f Norfolk City. 
Robert U. -Wood, of Elizabeth City 4 

T. S. Tennis, of Elizabeth City, York, Warwick,. Charles City 
and New Kent Counties, James City and the City of Williamsburg. 

William P Moore, of Northampton County. 

John IIawxhurst, of Fairfax County, 

Fo Ferguson Beach, of Alexandria and Fairfax Counties. 

Walter L. Penn, of Alexandria County. 

G. E. BOUSH, Chairman." 

The report of the committee was accepted. 

Mr. Wing, from the committee on permanent organization and 
Rules for the •government of the Convention, made ihe fbliowiog 
report : 

u The committee on organization and Rules respectfully report 
that they recommend as officers of. the Convention the following : 

A President, 
A Secretary. 

A Reading Clerk. 
A Scrgeant-at-Ar-ms. 

A Doorkeeper, 

To be elected hy ballot. 

The Rules of the House of Delegates, bo far as they are applicable, 
are recommended as the Rules of the Convention, subject to such 
modifications as the Convention may from time to time find 
necessary. 

W. W. WING, Chairman/ 7 

Mr. Hawxiiurst moved to amend by striking out "Reading 
Clerk" and substituting therefor u Stenographic Reporter/ ' 

Mr. Wing thought the expense would be too great with the limited 
means in the Treasury. 

Mr. Downey favored the amendment, but as it was not seconded, 

'Mr. Bousn moved to amend by adding to the Report of the Com- 
mittee " And also a Stenographic Reporter." The amendment was 
adopted. The report of the Committee was then concurred ia as 
amended. ' 

Mr. Wing offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the pay of the President bo the same as a member. 

Mr. Downey offered. an amendment fixing the salary of the Presi- 
dent at eight dollars per diem, which was lost, The resolution was 
then adopted. 

Mr. TuoMASj)ffercd the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the pay of the Corks and Reporter of this Convention shall be six dollars 
per diem each. 
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On motion the election of permanent officers was then gone into. 

Mr. Wing nominated LeRoy O. EiT wards j of Norfolk, for Presi- 
dent, and Mr. Gover nominated Dr. A. Watson, of Accomac county. 

The first ballot resulted as follows :— LeEov G-. Edwards 10 ; Dr. 
A. Watson 5 .; W« W. Wing 1. 

Mr. Edwards was declared duly elected and was conducted to the 
chair by Dr. Webb. He accepted the honor centered upon him by 
a, few appropriate remarks. 

Mr. 'Wing nominated W. J. Cowing of Alexandria, for Secretary. 
There being no other nominations he was declared unanimously 
elected. 

Mr. Wing nominated Wm, F. Mcrcier, of Loudoun -County, for 
Beading Clerk. There being no other nominations he was declared 
unanimously elected. 

Mr. Webb nominated Mr. G. P. Kneller, of Norfolk County, for 
Scrgeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. Beach nominated Mr. Brooks of Fairfax County. 

The first ballot resulted as follows :— Mr. Kncller 15 ; Mr. 
Brooks 2. Mr. Kncller having received a majority of the votes cast 
was declared duly elected. 

The following named gentlemen were put in nomination for 
Doorkeeper: Edward Sullivan, of Alexandria; Wm. Hough, of 
Loudoun County ; John Hanna, of Fairfax County ; Joseph Colton, 
of Alexandria County. 

On the third ballot Mr. Colton received nine vote's, Mr. Hough 
five and Mr. Hanna two. Mr, Colton having received a majority of 
the votes 'east was declared duly elected, 

Mr. HAWXiiimsT offered the following resolution," which .was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to employ a reporter. 

Dr. Webb offered the following resolution, which was also adopted : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at»Arms is hereby instructed to procure additional desks or 
tables for the use of the Convpntion.i 

ML Wing offered the following .resolution, which was also 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to purchase a stove for the more com- 
fortable warming of the rdt>m 3 and also to procure stationery for the use of the Convention. 

Mr, Wing also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, -That a committee of five be appointed to confer with the President of the United 
States on the question of emancipation. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend by adding " and compensation" 
after the word u emancipation/ ' 

Messrs. Bqush and Hawxhurst objected to the resolution, and 
thought it unwise and untimely. 
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Dr. Watson also thought the resolution prenmt-Tire. 

.Mr. Hawxuurst moved to lay on the table, which motion was not 
sustained. 

The ayes and nays being called for on the passage of the resolu- 
tion, the vote stood as follows : 

.Ayes— Messrs. LeRoy G, -Edwards, (President), Moore, Perm, Thomas, Stone, Tennis 
Webb, Wing.— 8. 
Nays— Messrs. Beach, Boush, Downey, Pix, Govcr, Htnshaw, HawxTrarst, Wood,, Watson— i\ 

So the. resolution was lost. 

Dr. "Watson offered the following resolutions which were adopted 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention be instructed to appoint the following 
Committees : 

A Committee on the Judiciary, consisting of five members. 

A Committee on the Elective Franchise, consisting of five members. 

A Committee on Representation, consisting of live members. 

A Committee, on Emancipation, consisting. of tfvc members, 

Oe motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock,- to-morrow; 

Wednesday, Feb. Uth, 1884. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The proceedings of the previous meeting wen? read and approved, 
•Mr, Downey offered the following resolution which, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President be instructed to appoint the following additional Committees : 

A Committee on Bill of Eights, consisting of five mergers. 

A Cpm-Hnitteo on Executive Department consisting -of fiw members. 

A Committee on Legislative iyepartmentj consisting of- five members. 

A pGEBsmUee on Education, consisting; of five members. 

Mr. Downey 'offered the following resolutions^ which were also, 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorised to purchase a Journal in which to reeord the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention. 

Resolved, further. That he be authorized to have twenty-five- copies of the Journal printed 
daily for the use of the Convention. 

Mr. Wing offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 



ee&lvedj That the' session of the Convention be opened with prayer, and that the Presi- 
dent be authorized to coaler With the clergymen of this city iov that purpose. 

Mr, Downey offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Ser<reant-at-Arrrfs be instructed to subscribe for one hundred and 
twenty-five copies of the Viegmia State Journal (Daily) for the use of members of this Con- 
veulioi^ an si that! the same be en closed in wrappers ready for mailing. 

Mr. Boush offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the President to-n^termine who are 
citizens of the Restored Government of Virginia, anil how citizenship may be rclinquiehell. 

Mr. Watson offered the following amendment : 

" That the Committee on the Elective Franchise be, and are hereby instructed to report on 
the above subject." 

The amendment was accepted and the resolution was then adopted 

as amended. 
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Dr. Webb olferud the following resolution; which was adapted : 

■Hjusolvadj That the Sergcaut-at-;lrm3 bo authorized to have fifty copies of the Buies 
"adopted by this Convention printed for the use of its members. 

Mij* Hawxiiurst offered the following resolution; which was re- 
jected: 

liesolved, That a Committee *fff five be appointed to take into consideration the propriety 
cf ordering au election in Prince Wiiiiaiu County for a Delegate to tins Convention. 

Mr. Wing- offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That we proceed to the election of a Janitor, whose duties shall be to make fes 
and keep the Hall in order, and whose compensation shall be two dollars per diem. 

Wm. Hough 3 of Loudoun County 3 and John Hanna, of Fairfax 
County ? were then put in nomination for Janitor. 

The first ballot resulted as follows :— Hough 12 ; Hanna 4. 

Mr, Hough having received the highest number of votes cast was 
declared elected. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That no person shall have access to this Convention as a newspaper reporter who 
disloyal, or who refuses to take the oath to the restored and vindicated Government of 
Virginia. 

The .resolution was debated at some length by Messrs. Peih, 
Boush, Downey , Thomas, Hawxhurst, Wing and Webb. On motion 
to have the ayes and nays taken on the adoption or rejection of the 

resolution, the vote stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. LeEoy G. Edwards, (President), Downey, Govcr, Henshaw, Stone, Thomas, 
Tenuis, Wood, Webb, Wing.— 10. 
jVtf7/s— Messrs. Beach, Boush, Dix, Hawxhurst, Moore, Penn, Watson.— 1, 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Downey offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be authorized to purchase a suitable desk and table 
fc:* the proper security of the papers and documents of this Convention, 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow. 

-— o * 

Thubsday, Feb. 18th, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

Prayer ".by Eev. W« F, Speaks, of the M. E. Church. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved, 

Mr e Beach moved a reconsideration of the vote on the resolutions 
of the gentleman from Loudoun (Mr. Downey), providing for the 

appointment of additional standing committees, and adopted yester- 
day. The motion being sustained 

Mr. Beach offered the following resolutions as a substitute there- 
for, which were adopted : 

Resolved,, That the Committee to be appointed On the Elective Franchise, be also charged 
with the consideration of all such resolutions or propositions as may appertain to tfla Bill of 
Rights, the Division of Powcvsand the Qualification of Voters, anil that said committee be 
denominated the-" Committee on the Bill of Eights and the Qualificat§9ft<of Voters.?' 
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2. That the Committee- to-be appointed on Representation be charged with tlt-c consklei'rf- 
lion of Jill such resolutions or propositions as may appertain to the Legislative Department. 

(^excepting, however, resolutions or propositions touching the subject of Emancipation), and 
that said Committee be denominated the " Committee on the Legkiialve Department," 

^ 3> That the Committee to be appointed on the Judiciary be charged also with the con- 
sideration of all such resolutions or propositions as may appertain to the Executive Depart- 
ment, and that said Committee be denominated the "Committee on Executive and Judiciary." 

_ 4. That the Committee to be appointed on Emancipation be charged with the considera- 
tion of ail such resolutions or propositions as may relate to the subject of Education, and 
that said Committee be denominated 4 the "Committee on Emancipation and Education." 

Mr. Beach offered the following resolutions, which were adopted 
and referred to the Committee on the Legislative Department : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Legislative Department be directed to consider the 
expediency of providing, in the Constitution, against the payment or recognition of any 
debt or obligation created or entered into, in the name of the State, by the pretended State 
authorities* at Richmond , since the date of the passage of the ordinance of secession, in 
April, 1861. 

2. That said Committee be directed to consider the expediency of providing, in the Con- 
stitution, against the payment or recognition of any debt or obligation created or entered 
into by any County or by any municipal or other corporation of the State, to aid or pro- 
mote the existing rebellion against the United States, 

Mr. Beach offered the following resolution which was also adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Bill of Rights and Qualification of voters be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of so providing in the Constitution that ali elections shall 
hereafter be by ballot. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow, 

_ Friday, Feb. 19th, 1864. 
Convention .met at 12 o'clock, M 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The President announced the appointment of the following stand- 
ing Committees ; 

Committee on the Bill of Bights and Qualification of Voters:- — ■ 
Messrs. Dr. Arthur Watson, Walter L, Penn, William P* Moore, 
Philip Gh Thomas and L. W. Webb, 

Committee on the Legislative Department :— Messrs. James M. 
Downey, W.. EL Dix, TV'S. Tennis, John Hawxhurst and John W 
Stone* 

Committee on Executive Department and Judiciary : —Messrs. S, 
Ferguson Beach, Dr J. J, llenshaw, E. B, Gover, G\ Pi,. Boush and 
W, W. .Wing. 

Committee on Emancipation • and Education ."—Messrs. W. W. 
Wing, S. Ferguson Beach, Dr. Arthur Watson, Philip GL Thomas 
and Robert 13. Wood. 

Mr. Downey offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved; That a committee of three be appointed to report on the number of miles of 
travel of each member of this Convention, 

The President appointed Messrs. Downey, Wood and Moore : as- 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wing, Dr. Webb was added to the said com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. Dowkev, from tli.c committee on Mileage, after, a short 
absence, made the following report, which was adopted : 

" Your Committee find the members of this Convention entitled 
to mileage for the distances set forth opposite their names : 

LeRoy O. Edwards, *....».-....,. .. .........254 Miles. 

G. R. Boush, ,...»>.. ,.» .254 " 

Philip G. Thomas, ..... . 254 " 

James M. Downey, .„.......»...;..*.».....,»....... ..,..>>., ...134. " 

Dr. J. J. Henslmw,... , .,,..134 " 

E. R. Gover, ,..„> >.. „ 134 " 

Dr. 'A. Watson,. 289 " 

Wni. H. Dix...... ............................... ...280 " 

W. P. iMoore,. .................. 210 " 

T. S. Tennis, .....242 " 

Robert B. Wood., , ...242 " 

W. W. Wins:.../,... .. ..........252 •" 

L. W. Webb,., 4 252 u 

J. Havvxhurst, ............. ,..,. 14 u 

H. Ferguson Beaoh, .............. »...„...,......., » 

Walter L. Penn,. ., ................................... 

John M. Stone,..'......., .,/........,... ....272 u 

JAMES M. DOWNEY, Chairman." 

Mr. HaWxhurst stated that though, he might be entitled to 
mileage., he should not claim it* as lie was in the city on official 
.business not connected with the Convention. 

Mr, Boush offered the, following resolution: 

Resolved, That a commiitea be appointed, whose duty it shall be to ascertain and report 
to this Convention, whether the detestable practice of whipping human beino-g at the whip- 
ping post is still in force in any portion of the restored Government of Virginia. 

After some debate the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Beach offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Serjeant-at-Arms be directed to have printed, for the use of the mem* 
bers of the Convention, one hundred interleaved copies of the present Constitution and Bill 
of Rights of Virginia. ' 

On motion the Convention adjourned until Tuesday next, the 23rd 
Inst. 3 at 12 o'clock, M. 

Tuesday, Feb, 23rd, 1864. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M, 
The proceedings of the previous meeting were read and approved, 

Dr. Watsos, from the Committee on the Bill of Eights and 
Qualification of voters, reported that said Committee had had under 
.consideration the Bill of Eights and begged leave to report the Bill 
of Eights of Virginia as passed June 12th, 1776, as amended by the 
•Convention of 1850 and 185 1 ? without alteration. The report was 
laid on the table and ordered'to be printed. 

Mr. Downey, from the Committee on the Legislative Department, 

offered the following resolutions, which were debated and referred 
back to the Committee ; 
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Resolved, That the Legislative power of this Commonwealth shall be vested in o General 
Assembly, which shall consist in a Senate and House- of Representatives. The style of all. 
process shall be u The Commonwealth of Virginia.' 5 

2 The House of Representatives shall not consist of less than ninety nor more than one 
hundred members. The Senate shall not be greater than One-third the number of Repre- 
sentatives. 

3. That the same be referred to the Committee on the Legislative' Department. 

Dr. Webb introduced an ordinance relative to the qualification of 
voters, which was referred to the Committee on the Bill of Eights 
and Elective Franchise; and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Convention. 

Mr. Wing offered the following resolutions, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Emancipation and Education be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency^ f reporting the following as substitutes for the nineteenth, twentieth 
and twenty-first Sections of Article IV of the present Constitution of Virginia : 

19 tli .—Slavery and involuntary servitude, (except for crime), is hereby abolished and 
prohibited in the State forever. 

20th. — Courts of competent jurisdiction may apprentice minors of African decent on like 
conditions provided by law, for apprenticing white children. 

21st.-— The General Assembly shall make no law contravening the nineteenth Section of 
this Constitution. 

Mr. Penn offered an Ordinance fixing the number and compensa- 
tion of officers of the Convention. Laid on the table. 

On motion the Convention adjourned, until 12 o'clock to-morrow, 

Wednesday, Feb, 24th, 1864'. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Bousn submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for find sustain a system 
of public schools adequate to the v?ant3 of the citizens, and that no child shall be prohibited 
therefrom on account of race or color. 

On motion of 'Mr Watson the resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee -on- Education. 

Mr. -Watson submitted the following amendment to the first Sec- 
tion of the Third Article of the Constitution : 

Every white male ■ citizen, of the Cemmon wealth of the age of 
twenty-one years, who .has- been a resident of the State for one year 
and of the. county , city, or town, where he offers to vote for six 
months next proceeding an election, shall be qualified to vote for 
member of the Generaf Assembly and all officers elective by the peo- 
Dle ; but no person shall vote hereafter at any election who has held 
a military commission under the so-called Confederate Government, 
above the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, or who has held civil office 
under the so-called Confederate Government, or under tlm State Gov- 
ernments in rebellion against the Government of the United States, 
with the following exceptions, viz: Justices of the -Peace, Constables, 
Surveyors of the Public Koads, Overseers of the Poor, Notaries 
Pub'ic, and Commissioners in Chancer v. 
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All persons who have held military commissions under Che so- 
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel, 

shall not he qualified to vote for the space of five years after the 
date of the formation of this Constitution, 

Nor shall any person be qualified to vote, until after the expira- 
tion of the time aforesaid who has at any time favored the secession 
of Virginia from the United States, by advocating secession, or voting 
for secession candidates for seats in the convention which assembled 
at Eichmoud on the thirteenth day of February , eighteen hundred 
and sixty-one j except, such as may have afterwards- voted against the 
ratification of the ordinance of secession. 

No person in the military,, naval or marine service of the United 
States shall be deemed a resident of this State by reason of being 
stationed therein. And no person shall fiave the right to vote who 
is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or commissioned officer, soldier, 
seaman, or marine in the service of the United States, or who has 
bopii convicted of bribery in an election, or of any infamous offence. 

.Resolved, That the annexed proposition be referred to the Committee on the Bill of Rights 
and Qualification of Voters. 

A. WATSON. 

Adopted and referred to the Committee in conformity with the 
resolution annexed. 

Mr, Beach submitted the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, /That the Committee on the. Executive and Judiciary, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so providing in the Constitution that Judges shall hereafter be chosen 

by the General Assembly, on the nomination of the Executive. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow. 



Thursday , Feb. 25th, 1864, 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M* 

The minutes of the previous meeting wer§ raid and approved. 

Mr. 'Webb- submitted an Ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to 
providefor the relief of persons holding Slate or other securities 
within the Rebel lines from which no interest has been received." 

Mr, Wing moved that the Ordinance be laid on the table and 

printed, 

The subject was debated by Messrs, Wing and Webb in the 
affirmative, and Messrs, Beach, Downey and Hawxhurst in the 
negative. 

Mr. Beach asked for a division of the question, as he wished to 
vote to lay on the table and against the proposition to print. The 
request being granted the question was then put on the first clause 
to lay on the table—and adopted, 
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The question then being called on the second clause-- to print- 
it was adopted, ayes 8 ; nays 7. 

On motioa the Convention adiourned until Tuesday, March 1st, 
1864. 

Tuesday, March. 1st, 1864. 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The nilnutes of the previous meeting were read and .approved. 

Mr. Watson, Chairman of the Committee on the Bill of Rights 
and Qualification of Voters, submitted the following report, which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed ; 

The Committee on the Bill of Eights and Qualification of Voters 
have had under consideration the subject of the Elective Franchise, 
and beg leave to report to the Convention the following as an 
amendment to the First Section of the Third Article of the Consti- 
tution of Virginia : 

Every white male citizen of the Commonwealth of the age of 
twenty-one years, who has been a resident of the State- for one year, 
and bf the county, city or town, where he offers to vote for six 
months next preceding an election, and who has paid his previous 
year Is tax, shall be qualified to vote for members of the General 
Assembly and all officers elective by the people ; but no person shall 
hold office or vote hereafter at any emotion who voted for or signed 
the ordidance of secession of Virginia, in the Convention which as- 
sembled at Richmond on the thirteenth clay of February, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one, or has held a military commission under the. 
so-called Confederate government above the grade of Lieutenant 
Colonel, or who has held civil office under the so-called .Confederate 
government, or under the State governments in rebellion against 
the Government of the United States, with the following exceptions, 
viz : Justices of the Peace, Constables, Surveyors of the Public 
Roads, Overseers of the Poor, Notaries Public, and Commissioners 
in Chancery. 

All persons who have held military commissions under the so- 
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel, 
shall not be qualified to hold offi.ee or vote for the space of five years 
after the termination of this rebellion. 

Nor shall any person be qualified to hold office or vote until after 
the expiration of the time aforesaid, who has at any time favored 
the secession of Virginia from the United. States, by advocating 
session, or voting for secession candidates for seats in the Conven- 
tion which assembled at Richmond on the thirteenth day of Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, except such as may have 
afterwards voted, against the ratification of the ordinance of secession. 

No person in the military, naval or marine service of the United 
States, shall be deemed a resident of this State by reason of being 
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slatkmcd therein. An.il no person shall have the righl to vole who 
is of unsound mind, or 'a, pauper, or commissioned officer, soldier, 
seaman, or- marine in the service of the United States, or who lias 
heen convicted of bribery in any election, or of any infamous 

offence. * A. WATSON, Chairman. 

Mr. Reach anted leave of absence for to-morrow, winch, on motion 
of Mr. Thomas, was granted. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until t-o-mornnv. 

Wednesday, March 2nd, 1804, 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Moore, from tli-e Committee on the Bill of Eights and Quali- 
fication of Voters, submitted the following minority report, as an 
amendment to the First Section of the Third Article of the Con- 
stitution of Virginia : 

Every white male citizen of this Common' wealth of the age of 
twenty-one years, who has been a reel dent of the State for one' year, 
and of the county, city, or town where he offers to vote, for six 
months next preceding an election, and who lias paid all taxes as- 
sessed to hini under the laws of this Commonwealth ; shall "be quali- 
fied to vote for members of the General Assembly, and all officers 
elective by the people, Provided, he shall take the oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States and the restored government 
of Virginia. But all persons, holding commissions in any. armed 
forces opposing the Government of the United States, either civil or 
military, all members of the Legislature, and all persons holding 
office under the usurped government at Richmond, shall be disfran- 
chised unless they shall return to their allegiance within twelve 
months from the 13th day' of February, 1864, and take the oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States and the restored gov- 
ernment of Virginia;, but no person in. the military, naval or marine 
service, of the United States shall be deemed a resident of this State, 
by reason of being stationed therein, and no person shall have the 
right to vote who is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or a non-com- 
missioned officer, soldier, seaman or marine in the service of the 
United States, or who has been convicted of bribery in an election, 
or of any infamous offence. 

Mr. Wing submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to confer with the President of the United 
States on the subject of Emancipation and Compensation. 

A division being called on the resolution it was adopted by the 
following vote.: — Ayes 9 ; nays 4, 

, ff .Q.n motion of Mr. Penn, the President was then instructed to ap- 
point said committee. 
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'Mr. Wing submitted tlno following preamble and reaohtfioB : 

. -.Whereas, The President of the United States has recently issued a procla'fo&iian of 
Amnesty to citizens of the United States engaged in the rebellion, offering pardon to all he- . 
low the 'grade- of t oloiiel in the armies of the so-called Confederate States upon. 'their return- 
ing to their allegiance; and, 

Wukweas, We believe a merciless conscription so bow going on by order of the so-called 
Confederate Congress which indicates the xi\t&v mahilily of the people © resist a«id con- 
scription, or enable them to avail themselves of ihe proffered pardon and amnesty j. and, 

Whkrbab, We belit.-ve that an offer of amnesty and pardon, to as* hmu'bl® ^bordsxsatp, 
vvhile his superior,, who is possessed of absolute and despotic power over kl*ai\ f , is excluded, 
Ails be of n<.n~eiFeei ardi no avail in producing a return to their allegiance of the privates 
and subaltern officers of the rebel armies. Therefore, 

Resolved, That a Co Remittee of five be appointed to confer with the President of the XJmi&d 
States with a view' to org© the propriety of extending amnesty to all genera,! oifkeris of tho 
rebel armies, upon the same fenns olJerecl to soldiers and officers of a l&mr grade, 

Jfc Wood moved to lay on the table, alter which the subject wa« 

debated at some length by Messrs, Downey, Penn ? HaWKliurst.^ and 
Watson In the negative, and Sir, Wing in the affirmative. 

Mr* Webb desired that the gentleman from. Eliza path City (My, 
Wood) should withdraw his motion to lay on the table, in order that 
the subject might ho definitely settled at once. 

The motion was withdrawn, and the question was then put on 
the adoption of the preamble and resolution, and they were lost, 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until to-morrow 

Thursday , March 3rd. 1884. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting t/ere read and approved, 

Mr. Pexn called up the ordinance fixing the number and compen- 
sation of officers of the Convention, and moved to amend "by striking 

out all that portion of the second section after the words "shall be/ ; 
■ .and insert the words u eight dollars/' 

After some debate, on motion of Mr. Hattxhurst the ordinance 
was laid on the table, whereupon 

Mr. Wing- offered the following resolution as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Convention is hereby authorized . to employ an as- 
sistant at a salary of not more than four dollars per day. 

After some debate the resolution was adopted, 

Mr. Webb offered, the following resolution, which was also 

adopted : 

Resolved, That the pay of the Serjeant-at-Arms and the Door-keeper of this Convention 
»hall be the same as allow* d by the House of Delegates. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until to-morrow., 

Friday, March 4th, 1884, 
Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The President being detained at his rooms from indisposition, 
'the Convention was called to order by the Secretary, who notified 
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the members that it would be necessary to elect a President pro 
tempore, whereupon, 

On motion of Ivfr. Penn, Mr. Webb was called to the chair, 
The minutes of the previous meetings were then read and 'ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Beach, Chairman of t\m Committee on the Executive Depart- 
ment and Judiciary, submitted the report of the Committee of which 
he is Chairman, which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

The President then announced the following special Committee 
of five to confer with the President of the United States on the sub- 
ject of Emancipation and Compensation, in conformity with a reso- 
lution previously passed, viz : Messrs. Wing, Watson, Beach, Gover 
and Webb. 

Mr. Beach desired to be excused from acting as a member of said 
committee, and stated his objections to its formation, 

Mr. Penn stated that he had voted for the resolution creating the 
•Committee, but would not move for a re-consideration in the absence 
of its author. 

Mr. Downey then moved a re-consideration of the resolution, 
which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved to lay the whole subject on the table until a full 
house was present. Adopted. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until Monday, Marcli 
Yth, 1864. 

— o— — 

Monday, March 7 th, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Watson, on behalf of the Chairman of the Committee on 
Emancipation and Education (Mr. Wing) submitted an Ordinance 
abolishing and forever prohibiting slavery within the limits of the 
iState. 

It was read, and on motion of Mr. Webb was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed, and made the special order of Thursday next. 

The President presented a petition from James W. Brownley, of 
Portsmouth, contesting the seat of George E. Boush, whereupon 

Mr. Thomas submitted the following resolutions, which were 

adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to examine into tfce claims of James W. 
Brownley to a seat in this Convention, and that they be requested to report on the same at 
as early a day as practicable. 

2. That the private letters of George R. Boush to J. H. Burroughs, of Portsmouth, Va., 
and the affidavits of J. W, Tucker, which have been sent to the President of this Conven- 
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tit-n. to be used i.'t. cou'esfing the scat tff George It. Bousli, te p.] ace it in O.e -."fouicU of sal 
Committee lor its examination. 

The President announced the follow iig named '$<?Htletnett ' h-6 the 
special comtntfctec ;— Me«si*d. Webby M*>ore> Wyody.iieMcb.4hd 
JDowney. 

On motion of Mr Wat30N y the Bill of Rights previously reported 
was taken up and read, and aftorwtirda' made the special 'order for 
Monday .next. 

Mr. Beacu moved that the report of the Committee on the Execu- 
tive Department and jM.liei.ary be made the special order for Friday 
next. The motion was concurred in. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until to-morrow, 

Tuesday, March 8th, 18G4. 
Convention met 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved,. 

Mr. Watson stated that as the Report of the Committee on Emails 
eipatkm was not thought to be as perfect as it might be -made, ha 
moved to recommit to the Committee. The motion was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Hawsiiitrst the Committee was then instructed 
to -report' by Thursday next. 

Mr. 'Downey submitted an Ordinance defining treason, and for the 
punishment of the game, which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o r clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

— -o — — 

Wednesday, March 9th ? 1864. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock,- A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, were read and approved. 

.'Mr. Watson, in behalf of the Chairman of the Committee on 
Emancipation and Education, submitted the following report ; 

" Yottr Committee on Emancipation beg- leave to introduce the following as a part of the 
Constitution of Virginia, to be Inserted in the same under the caption of "Slavery o» 

Freedom*." 

j} 1. Slavery and involuntary servitude (except for crime) is hereby abolished and pro- 
hibited in the State forever. 

J-2. Courts of competent jurisdiction may apprentice minors of African decent on like 
conditions provided by law, for apprenticing white children. 

I 3. The General Assembly shall make no law establishing slavery or recognizing property 
in humuri beings. 

W W. WING, Chairman,} 

B. B WOOD, J 

PHILTP G. THOMAS,' \ Committer 

A. WATSON, 

S : FERGUSON BEACH, 
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Laid Oft the table, and on motion of Mr. Webb was made the 
special order for to-morrow. 

Mr, Downey submitted the following resolutions, which were laid 

<oh -the table and ordered to be printed : 

Resolved, That the money or raoa-ies obtained from the -sales of confiscated property, filial 
be applied first, to the payment of loyal persms for all the losses they have sustained by and 
through this rebellion; second, to be applied to free school purposes ; third, if a surplus, it 
shall be applied to the payment of the State debt, or on internal improvements. 

2nd. —The Legislature 'shall provide by Uw for the same at the first session after the 
-adoption of this Constitution. 

Mr* Downey also offered the following resolutions, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education : 

Resolved, That the Legislature shall as soon as convienlly may be, provide by law, for a 
general system of education throughout the State, in such a manner that the poor may be 
taught gratis. 

2nd.-'-That the arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or more seminaries or colleges 0" 

learning. 

Mr. Webb ? Chairman of the Special Committee on the contested 
seat of Mr. George B. Boush, made the following report, which was 
unanimously adopted : 

H The Committee to whom was referred the claim of James W. 
Brownley, Esq., of Portsmouth, -to a seat ia this Convention in place 
of George R. Boush, "beg leave to report that they have examined 
carefully the papers filed, and are of the- opinion that Mr. J. W. 
Brownley is not entitled to a seat in this Convention. 

L. W. WEBB, Chairman,'] 

R. B "WOOD, | 

WM. P. MOORE, } Committee. 

JAMES M. DOWNEY, | 

S. FERGUSON BEACH, J 

Mr. Bowhey submitted an Ordinance providing for amendments 
to the Constitution by the Legislature after the year one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy. Laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed by the following vote : ayes 7 ; nays 5, 

Mr, Hawxhurst then moved to take up the ordinance previously 
introduced by the gentleman from Loudoun (Mr. Downey), defining 
and punishing treason, and submitted a substitute for the same.- — > 
The subject was debated at some length by Messrs. Hawxhurst, 
Penn, Downey and Webb, after which it was laid on the table, or- 
dered to be printed and made the special order of Tuesday next. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

Thursday, March 10th, 1864. 
Convention met. at. 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The report of the Committee on Emancipation being the special 
order of the day, the same was 'taken up and read. 
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Hi cr subject was then debated at considerable length by Messrs^ 
Downey, Boush, Hawxhurst and Watson in favor of its immediate- 

adoption, 

'Mr. Beach desired to make an explanation. His name did not 
appear on the report of the Committee on Emancipation from the 
fact that he was absent when the committee made its report. As he- 
endorsed the report and should vote for its adoption, he asked that 
his name might Be- recorded with- the "balance, of the Committee;—- 
The request was granted and his name- so recorded. 

Mr. Penn said as there seemed to be no opposition,, he would now 
move the unanimous adoption of the report, 

Mr« "Webb desired the -ayes and nays taken, and they we're- recorded 
as follows : 

.Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G k Edwards (President), Beach, *Boush> Downey, Dix, Gover, Hen- 
shaw, Hawxhurst, Penn, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wood, Watson, Wing,— 15. 

Ways— Mr. Moore, 

So the report was adopted. ■ 

Mr. Watson offered the following resolution, which was adopted ; 

Mesohsd, That a eo-ixvmittee of three bo appointed to wait upon Gen. Slough and request 
that a salute-foe fired in Iiceeot of the passage of the act of emancipaUon. 

The President appointed the following named gentlemen as said 
committee':.— Messrs,. Watson, Penn &nd Gover, 

Mr. Downey submitted the following resolution^ which was also 
adopted : 

Resolved, That a special committee of five members be appointed to prepare a -schedule of 
the Constitution. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 11 o'clock, A. M., 
to-morrow. 

Friday, March 11th,- 1864. 
Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Report of the Committee on the Executive Department and 
Judiciary "being the special order of the day., the same was taken up 
for consideration, As many members were unavoidably absent 

Mr. Webb moved to postpone the consideration of the Report until 
'Wednesday next. The motion was concurred in. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until Monday next at 
10 o'clock, A. M. 

-. Monday, March 14th, 1864. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read'affl approved. 
The Report of the Committee on the Bill of Rights being the 
special order of the day, the same was called up and read/aftev 
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which, on motion of Mr, Watson, the same w&s itnaiiinioiisly 
•adopted, 

Mr. Watsox then called up the Keport of the Committee on the 
'Qualification of Voters, after the reading of which lie submitted the 
following amended Report: 

The Committee on the Bill of Sights and Qualification of Voters 
have had under consideration the subject of the Elective Franchise, 
&ud beg leave to report to the Convention the following as an amend- 
ment to the First'Section of the Third Article of the Constitution of 

Virginia : 

Every white male citken of the Commonwealth of the age of 
twenty-one years, who hag been a resident of the State for- one year, 
and of the county, city or town, where he offers to vote for six 
months next preceding an election, and who has paid his taxes fer- 
tile preceding year, shall be qualified to vote for members of the 
General Assembly and all officers elective by the people ; but no per- 
son shall hold office or vote hereafter at any election who voted for or 
signed the ordinance of secession of Virginia, in the Convention 
which assembled at Richmond on the thirteenth day of February, 
eighteen hundred and. sixty-bue ? . or has held a military commission 
under the so-colled Confederate government above the grade of 
Lieutenant Colonel, or who has held civil office unller the so-called 
Confederate government, or under the State governments in rebel- 
lion against the Government of the United States, or who has held 
a seat in either House of the so-called Confederate Congress, or in 
either House of the General Assembly of Virginia, or of any other 
State in rebellion against the Government of the United States since 

the — clay of — — ~ ■ — — eighteen hundred and sixty- 

one, with the following exceptions, viz : Justices of the Peace, Con- 
stables, Surveyors of the Public Roads, Overseers of the Poor, 
Notaries Public, and Commissioners in Chancery, 

All persons who have held military commissions under the so- 
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel, 
shall not be qualified to hold office or vote for the space, of five years 
after the termination of this rebellion. 

Nor shall any person be qualified to hold office or vote until after 
the expiration of the time aforesaid, who has. given aid and comfort 
to the rebels in arms, or favored the secession of Virginia from the 
United States by advocating secession, or who has voluntarily borne 
arms against the United States, and not then until they shall take 
the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United States, and 
an oath to support the Constitution and Laws of Virginia, which, 
oath or oaths shall be recorded in some Court of record/ The rebel- 
lion shall be deemed to have terminated in three months after all 
the counties in the State shall have been recognized by the election 
and appointment of officers recognizing the Constitution of the 
United States as the supreme law of the land. 
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No person in the military, naval or marine service of the United 
States, shall he deemed a resident of this State by reason of being 
.stationed therein. And no person shall have the right to vote who 
;is of unsound mind ? or a pauper, or non-commissioned officer ? sol- 
dier, seaman, or marine in the service of the United States, or who 
has been convicted of bribery in any election, or of any Infamous 
offence, provided, however, that officers and soldiers in the volun- 
teer service of the United States, not disfranchised by the foregoing 
provisions, may vote at such places, and under such restrictions, as 
may be provided hj law. 

To ensure the execution of the above provisions the Legislature 
shall prepare an oath to be administered to those who offer to vote, 
but whose right to vote is doubtfal. 

A, WATSON, Chairman. 

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed -and made the special 
order for Thursday next. 

Mr. Penn informed the Convention that he would, on Thursday 
ne$:t, when the Eeport should come up -.as the special order of the- 
d,ay 3 move to strike out so much of the same as reads " or non-com- 
missioned officer, soldier, seaman or marine- in the service of the 
United States/' 

Mr. Downey then submitted the following amendment to ttie Re- 
port of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters : 

After the end of the third line strike out the word "six" and 
insert " one month.;'.' in the next line after the word "election" In- 
sert "but a citizen of the United States who had previously been 
a qualified voter of this State, and removed therefrom and returned, 
and who shall have resided in the election district, and paid his 
taxes as aforesaid, shall be entitled" to vote after residing in the State 
six months." Again the words "five years" to be made "ten 
years." After .the words "'voting for (original) secession candi- 
dates" to read after the words " officer and soldier" "except in time 
of a rebellion or invasion." 

Lxid on the table and ordered to be printed, and made the special 
order of Thursday next. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 11 o'clock A, .M. 3 to**' 

morrow. 



Tuesday, March 15th, 1864, 

Convention- met at 11 o'clock, A. Mv 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Downey, Chairman of the Committee on the Legislative De- 
partment/ submitted the report of the said Committee, which was 

read, 
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Mr. Hawxiiurst moved to lay on the tabic ami have the > ame 

printed, and make it the special order of Friday next. 

Mr. Webb objected to the printing of the twenty-ninth Section of 
the Report, and moved to amend by striking out that portion of it. 
The motion was lost by a vote of ayes 4, nays 8. 

The question then recurring on the motion of the gentleman from 

Fairfax (Mr, Hawxhurst) the mime was 1 concurred in. 

Mr. Watson called up the ordinance defining treason, introduced 
by the gentleman iron Loudoun, (Mr. Downey) and the substitute 
therefor submitted by the gentleman from Fairfax, (Mr. Hawxhijrst.) 
The subject was debated at some length, by Messrs. Downey, and 
Hawxhurst in the affirmative, and Messrs. Webb, Bou^h and Perm 
ia the negative. 

Pending the consideration of the subject, the Convention adjourn- 
ed until II o ? clock 5 A, M., to-morrow. 

Wednesday, March 16, 1864. 
Convention met at 11 o'cloek, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting t/ere read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Watson the unfinished business of yesterday 
wag' suspended and the special order of the. day—the Eeport of the 
Committee on the Executive Department and Judiciary — was taken 
up and considered. 

Mr. Beach submitted the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved, That every report made by a standing Committee shall be considered and be 
open to amendment, Section by Section, but the vote on she passage of any Seclion or clause 
shall not be final. The question shall recur on the passage or adoption of the whole as 
. amended, and motions to strike out and insert shall be in order. 

The first Section of the Eeport was then taken ujp and adopted 

without amendment. 

The second Section was then taken up. 

Mr* Hawxhurst moved to amend by adding after the word 
" majority " ia the fourteenth line the words " of members elected 

Mr Beach offered an amendment to the amendment, viz : After 
the. words " presence of" in the fourteenth line strike out the words 
ii a majority of."' . 

The question recurring on the amendment to the amendment the 
same was adopted — ayes 9 ; nays 2„ 

Mr. Downey offered the following amendment,, which was lost: 

In the eleventh line of the second Section strike -out the words 
" on the first day " and add " as soon as a Speaker shall be elected 
at the next session/ 7 
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The second Section of the Report as amended was then adopted : 
The third Section of the Report was then taken up. 

Mr. Bousii moved to amend by striking out the word u five " after 
the word u for " in the twenty-fourth line and substitute therefor 
the word iS four." 

The amendment was lost, and the Sec! ion then adopted. 

The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth Sections were 
then adopted without amendment. 

The tenth Section being under consideration, 

Mr. Downey 1 .moved to amend by adding after the word ""vote" in 
the seventy-fifth line the wordr il except when the. Senate is a tie." 

The amendment was lost and the Section as originally reported 
was then adopted. 

The eleventh Section was then taken up. 

Pending the consideration of the eleventh Section a motion to ad- 
journ was made and lost* 

Mr, Beacif then offered the following amendment, which was lost : 

" The salary of the Secretary shall not be less than $1800 per 
annum ; the salary of the Treasurer shall not be less than $1800 per 
annum ;. and the salary of the Auditor shall ,not be less tham $2400 
per annum," the same to be inserted at the end of the eleventh 

Section. 

Mr, Penn moved to amend by striking out the word u two " 
after the word "of" in the eightieth line of the eleventh Section 1 , 
and insert the word u four." 

The amendment was lost by a vote of ayes 5 ; nays 8, 

The eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth Sections were then adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow\ 

Thursday, March 1 7 th, 1884. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Mr, Webb the special order of the day— the Report 
of the Committee on the Elective Franchise— was suspended, and 
made the special order of Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Watson the Ordinance defining and punishing 
treason was made the special order of to-morrow. 

Mr. Watson submitted an ordiance relative to the proceeds of 
confiscated property, which was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 
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Mr. Bkacii called up the Report of the Committee on the Legisla- 
tive Department and Judiciary, and the fourteenth, fifteenth,, six 
teenth, seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth sections were adopted 
without amendment. 

Judiciary Department. — The first section of the Report of the 
Committee in regard to the appointment of Judges was objected to 
1-y Messrs. Hawxhurst, Downey and Watson. The subject was de- 
bated at some length, .after which it was adopted by the following 
vote : 

^ yes— Messrs. LcRoy G Edwards, (President), Bench, Bonsli, Cover, Ilenshaw, Moore, 
Pen ii, Webb.— 8. 

Nays— Messrs. Downey, Dix, Iliiwxhurst, Thomas, Tennis, Wood, Watson —7. 

The second section of the Eeport was then taken up and adoptel, 
Mr. Webb being excused from voting -on the same. 

The third , fourth and fifth sections were adopted without amend- 
ment. 

The sixth section being under consideration, Mr. Webb offered the 
following amendment: 

In the 7 1st line of the sixth section strike out the words u eicjht 
years" and substitute u four years/' In the 73rd line of the saint* 
section, after the word "age/' insert the following, " and has been 
a citizen of the State for five years next preceding his election/' 

Mr. Watson called for a division of the question, which was 
granted. 

The question then being' taken on the amendment to the seventy- 
first line,- it was rejected. 

Mr. Hawxhurst moved to amend the amendment hy striking out 
the word "five" and inserting the word u two/' 

The amendment to the amendment was lost, The question then 
recurring on the amendment it was rejected by the following vote — 

ayes 7 ; nays 8. 

The' sixth section was then adopted. 

By general consent the seventh section was not taken up. 

The eighth and ninth sections were then taken tip and adopted. 

The tenth section being under consideration Mr. Webb moved to 
amend by adding after the word "age/' in the ninety-fifth line, the 
words " and and a citizen of the State for twelve months/' 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the amendment by adding " and 
shall have resided in the State one year next preceding his election/' 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment to the 
amendment, they were recorded as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards (President), Dix, Gover. Iknslunvj llawxhurst, Moore 
Fenn, Tennis, Webb, Wood, Watson. — 11. 
Nays — Messrs. Beaeli, Bousfo, Downey, Thomas,—- 4.. 
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So the amendment to the amendment was adopted. 
The tenth section, as amended, was then adopted. 

A motion to reconsider the sixth section biing sustained, 

Mr. Webb moved to amend the same hy adding after the word 
"age," in the seventy-third line, the words u and shall have re- 
sided in the State one year next preceding his election/' 

The . amendment was adopted, and the section a.s amended re- 
adopted. 

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock, I\ M.— Convention met and resumed the consideration 
of the Report of the Committee on the Judiciary Department. 

Sections twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen and twenty were adopted, 

Mr. Hawxhuust moved to amend the twenty-first section by in- 
serting after the word "governor" in the one hundred and eighty- 
first line the words c > c and receive two thousand dollars for each 
years' service/' and in the one hundred and eighty-second line 
strike out the words " and receive such compensation/' 

The amendment was rejected, and the section adopted as originally 
reported. 

Sections twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty- four , twenty-five, 
twenty-six, twenty-seven and twenty-eight were then adopted with- 
out amendment. 

Mi\ Webb moved to amend the two hundred and twenty-fourth 
line of the twenty-ninth section by striking out the word " two" 

after the word "for" and insert the word " four/' 

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows: 

A y 55— Messrs; LeRoY 0. Edwards (President), Henshaw, Moore, Pcnn, Tennis, Wood, 
Webb.— 1. 

iVays-r-Mcssrs. Beach, Ooasb, Downey, Dix, Govcr, Hawxhurst, Thomas.-— 7. 
The amendment being lost the section was then adopted as 
originally reported. 

Sections thirty, thirty-one and thirty-two were adopted without 
amendment. 

By general consent the consideration of section thirty-three was 
postponed. 

Section thirty-four was then adopted* 

On motion of Mr, Beach the whole Report was then laid on the 
table. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 
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Feiday, March 18th, 1864. 
Convention, met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr, Webb submitted the following preamble and resolutions^ 
which were laid on the table and ordered to he printed : 

Whereas, It is of. great importance to the people of Virginia, that they should' be sus- 
tained by the Government of the United States, and 

Whereas, The constant interference with the civil authority of the Restored Government 
of Virginia by the military authorities, causes great dissatisfaction on the part of our loyal 
citizens; therefore 

Resolved, That a Committee of this Convention, in conjunction with the Governor, be -ap- 
pointed to wait upon the President, and ask hint to fix a period when an interview can be 
had with him and his Constitutional advisers, to ascertain whether it is the interest, of the 
General Government to sustain the civil authority, or whether Uie civil is to become, as it is 
now, subordinate to the military, with a view that the Convention may take such actioji as 
they may deem expedient. 

On motion of Mr. Downey the Report of the Committee on the 
Legislative Department was postponed and made the special order 
for Wednesday next. 

The special order of the day, ohe ordinance defining and punish- 
ing treason, and the substitute therefor, was then taken up. 

Mr. Downey accepted the substitute for the original ordinance, 
submitted by him, 

The substitute then being under consideration, 

Mr, Downey moved to amend' by adding after the word u State 
in the second line, the words "committed in this Commonwealth/ " 

The whole subject was debated at considerable length by Messrs. 
Beach, Webb, Wing and Penn in the negative, and Messrs. Hawx- 
hurst, Downey and Watson in the affirmative. 

Mr. Webb moved an indefinite postponement of the whole subject^ 
but afterwards withdrew it. 

Mr, Hawxhurst moved to adjourn. Lost by a vote of ayes C ; 
nays 9. 

Mr. Downey withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Webb then moved the previous question, but withdrew it in 
order to have a further expression of opinion on the subject. 

Mr, Watson moved to amend by striking out after the word 
i( Commonwealth," in the second line, the words, " or against the 
United States/'' and in the same line to change the word u their,'* 
to "its/' 

The amendment was lost by the following vote:— ayes 7 ; nays 8, 
The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
substitute, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 

Jy*i-> •Mei*r.*. Dounvy. Di.v. Go\cr. JIuusluuv, [lawshurst, Watson «•--(>. 
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Nam— -Messrs;. LcBoy &. Ed WM'ds- (President), Beach, Boush, Moore, Pefen, Thomas- 
Tennis, Webb./ Wing, Wood. — fO. 

So the substitute was rejected", 

The President. announced the appointment of- Lysander Hill as 
Keporter for the Convention, 

On motion the Convention adjournsd until 10 -o'clock, A. M. 3 to- 
morrow. 



Saturday, March 19th, 18G4.. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. 'ML 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Mr, Watson the ordinance relative to the applica- 
tion of funds received from the sale of confiscated- property,, was 
taken up and considered. 

..Mr. Hawxhurst moved to 'amend by adding after the- word 
" State" in the eighteenth line the words, "provided such owners 
have given active proof, of their loyalty to the Government of thus 
United States," 

The amendment was accepted. 

Mr. Wood moved to amend by inserting after the word "State" 
the words, " and the loss of time by imprisonment." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr* Webb offered the following as a substitute for the first section : 

1st.- — To the payment of all loyal citizens or non-combatants, for 
losses sustained either by imprisonment, loss of property both real 
and personal, together with tile loss of slaves., and who shall give 
satisfactory evidence of their -loyalty to the Government of the 
United States, or evidence of their neutrality. 

The substitute was withdrawn, whereupon 

Mr, Webb moved that the Convention resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the consideration of the ordinance. 

The motion was sustained, and, Mr, Gover called to the chair. 

Mr. Watson -moved to amend by striking, out the amendment of 
the gentleman from Fairfax (Mr. Hawxhurst), and insert the follow- 
i tig after the word * c imprisonment- 1' ? 

" Provided such claimants have not been disloyal to the -State or 
the Government of the United States ; but if minors under- twelve 
years of age no evidence of disloyalty shall debar them from, the 
Benefits of this ordinance. v ' 

The amendment was debated at some length, but no conclusion 
being arrived at the Committee- arose and reported,. 
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Mr. 'Downey their . offered the following /resolution, which wa« 

adopted : 

Re-solvid, That a special Committee of five be appointed to whom this ordinance shall be 
referred, with accompanying papers. 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution; which was adopted : 

Jiesokedf That this Convention will, on Monday next, and daily thereafter, hold afternoon 
sessions, commencing at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Thomas moved a re-consideration of the question, which 
motion was adopted, whereupon 

Mr. Watson offered the following as a substitute for the same : 

Resolved, That this Convention do now adjourn to meet at 1-2 o'clock,, A. M., on Mon 
duy next. 

The substitute was adopted and the Convention then adjourned. 

Monday, March 21st/ 1864. 
Contention met at 10 o'clock, A.. M. 

'The President being 'absent from the' city, Mr. Hawxiitj-rst, of 
Fairfax,, on motion of Mr. Penn, was elected. President pro tempore. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr, "Wing submitted a communication, relative to the disposition 
of funds received from the sale of lands for school and religious pur- 
poses, and asked that it be referred to the Committee on Education. 

It was so referred, 

Mr. Watson submitted an amended ordinance relative to the ap- 
plication -of" the proceeds derived from ! the sale of confiscated pro- 
perty, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed-. 

Mr.'Bousn submitted the following resolution, which was -adopted : 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to adjourn this Convention sine die on the 29th 
day of the prestnjt month, at 12 o'clock, M^ 

On motion of -Mr. Pbnn the special order of the day : — the Report 
of the Committee on the- Qualification of Voters— -was taken up v and. 
'considered,. 

Mr. Wood submitted a substitute for the Report- 

'Mr. DovVKey moved to amend the substitute by striking out the 
Word "six'' in the third line and inserting the word ""three." 

The amendment' was lost. 

Mr. Watson then submitted the following amendment.: 

u No one shall hold office or vote who has favored the rebellion by 
act or word since the first day of January, 1862, or who -voted for 
or signed the ordinance of secession of Virginia in the Convention 
which assembled in Richmond on the 13th day of . February, 1861, 
or who has voluntarily borne arms since the commencement of the 
rebellion/' Also to .-strike out the words allowing the Executive to 
pardon. 
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Mr. Beach moved to lay both the amendment and the suhstliult? 
on the table, and have them printed. The motion was concurred in, 

Mr. Watson moved to make the substitute and the amendment the 
special order for to-morrow, which motion was also concurred in. 

Mr. Watson moved to re-consider the vo'e making the Report of 
the Committee on the Legislative Department the special order for 
Wednesday next, in order that it might be taken up now. The 
motion was lost, 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 

Tuesday, March 22, 1804 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting t/ere read and approved, 
On motion of Mr. Wing the special order of the day — the Report 

of the Committee on the Qualification* ol Voters and the substitute 

therefor — was taken up. 

The substitute being under consideration Mr. Webb moved to 
amend the fifteenth line by inserting after the word "vote" the 
words " or hold office." 

The President declared the amendment out of order, as the amend, 
ment by the gentleman from Aecoinae (Mr. Watson,) was pending 

Mr. Downey moved to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
consideration of the Report and the substitute, but the motion was- 
not sustained. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Accomac (Mr. Watson,) 
was then taken up and considered, and rejected by a vote of ayes 4/; 
nays 10. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of the amendment of 
the gentleman from Norfolk (Mr. Webb), viz : To insert after the 
word "vote" in the fifteenth line the words " or hold 'office," the 
same was adopted. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the eighteenth line by inserting 
after the word "State," the words "or who voted for avowed seces- 
sioi candidates to the Convention of 1861." 

The amendment Avas lost by a vote of ayes 4 ; nays 9; 

Mr. Wing moved to amend the fifteenth line by striking out the 
words " has held " and inserting the words " now holds/' 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they were 
recorded as follows. 

A yes— Messrs. LePvoy G. Edwards, (President,) Dix, Moore, Perm, Webb, Wing— 6. 
Nays — Messrs. Bench, Polish. Downey. Gover, Ilenshavr. Ilawxhurst, Thomas, Tennis, 
Wood'. Watson— 10. 
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So the amendment was lost, 

Mr. Hexshaw moved to amend the iifteent'i line by inserting uil^i 
the word " office . " the words u or who shall lnive given aid or com- 
fort to rebels in arms, by word, deed or act since the 4th dav of 
July, 1862." 

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows: 

Ayes — Messrs. Downey, Dix, Cover, Ilenslnnv, Hawxhurst, Wood, Wuison — 7, 

Nays — Messrs. LeRov G. K*l wards, (President,) I3uaeh ; Boush, Moore, Penn, Thomn?, ' 
Tennis, Webb, Wing~9 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr, Bou.su moved to amend the first line by striking out the words- 
"and who has paid all taxes assessed to him under the laws of tho 
Commonwealth after the re-organization of the county, city or town 
where he offers to vote.'' 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Hawxhurst moved a re-consideration of the vote rejecting the 
amendment of the gentleman from Accomac, (Mr. Watson,) in order 
that the ayes and nays might be recorded. The motion was sus- 
tained. 

As tlie amendment contained two distinct propositions, Mr 
Downey called for a division, which was granted. 

The ayes and nays then being called on the first clause or propo- 
sition, it was rejected by the following vote : 

Ayei— Messrs. Downey, Dix, Gover, Ilenshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson— V. 

Nays — Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush,. Moore,- Penn, Thomas, 
Tennis, Webb, Wing— 0. 

The ayes and nays being then called on the second clause or pro- 
position they were recorded as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Beach, Downey, Dix, Gover, Kcnshaw, Hawxhurst, Tennis, Wood, Watson 

N/ys-- Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Boush, Moore, Penn, Thomas,. Webb, 
Wing— 1. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved to adjourn, but the motion was not sustained. . 
^ Mr. Watson then moved to amend by striking out the fourth Sec- 
tion,, which motion was lost by a vote of ayes 3; nays 7. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the eighteenth line by inserting after 
the word " State " the words, ic or any person now in arms or giving 
aid and comfort to the enemies of the. United States/' 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the amendment by inserting the 
word u voluntarily " after the word u now." 

The amendment to the amendment was- accepted. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned. 
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Wednesday, March 23rd, i8»'4' r 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Beach moved to postpone the consideration of the Report of 
the Committee on the Legislative Department, in order that the 
Report of the Committee on the- Judiciary might be taken up and 
completed. The motion was concurred in. 

The seventh section of the Report was then taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Webb moved to strike out the entire thirty-third section,— 
The motion was concurred in by a vote of ayes 9 ; nays f J„ 

On- motion of Mr. Beach the fifth Section of the Keport was re- 
considered, after which he moved to amend the sixty-eighth line by 
striking out the words increased or' after the word " be/' 

The amendment was adopted, and the Section as amended re- 
adopted. 

Mr. Hawxhukst submitted the following as an additional Section 
to the Report : 

SeCc 35. No testimony shall ba excluded from any Court in this 
Commonwealth on account of the color of the witness. 

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded ae follows : 

u4yctf"*-Messrs. Beach, Boush, Hawxhusst —3. 

Ways— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Downer, Dis, Gover, Henshaw, Moon 
Perm, Thomas, Tennis, W 7 ebb, Wing, Wood, Watson.—. 13.' 

So the proposition was- rejected. 

On m'otion of Mr. Beach theEeport as amended was then adopted.. 

On motion of Mr, Watson the ordinance providing tor the appli- 
cation of funds received from the sale of real estate by the General 
Government under the direct tax law, was taken up and considered* 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the forty-seventh line "by inserting 
after the word "'Commissioner" the following— - 6€ shall be paid out 
of any money received from the Government under any act of Con- 
gress appropriating money to the use of Virginia^ or accruing to the 
State from confiscation or ot?ser purposes/' 

Mr. Beach offered the following substitute for the amendment? 
which was accepted : 

In the fifty-seventh line strike out the words, "any money not 
otherwise appropriated by the State" and insert, "the fund hereby • 

intended to be appropriated," 

Mr, Webb then moved to amend the substitute by inserting the 
following — "Provided, further, that no Commissioner shall be ap- 
pointed or receive any compensation until after the money shall come 
into the Treasury of the State." 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the amendment to the substitute by 
striking out the words " be appointed or." 
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"The amendment .to the amendment was lowt. 

Mr. Watson (hen moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
that portion forbidding, the appointment of Commissioners until the 

said funds come into the poosessioE of the State, 
The amendment to the amendment was lost. 

The question then recurring on the amendment to the substitute 

it was adopted. 

Mr. Mooue moved to amend by inserting at the end -of the ordi- 
nance the following : 

u No member of this Convention shall be a Commissioner/ ' 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr, Botjsh moved an indefinite postponement of the ordinance, 

; Mi\ Webb moved the previous question, which was sustained. 

Mr. Boush withdrew fcis motion for an indefinite postponement, in 

order 'that the main .question might be voted upon. 

The question then recurring, on the adoption or rejection of the 
ordinance, the ayes and nays being 'demanded, they were recorded 
•as follows : 

-4yw— -Messrs. LcRoy G. Edwards, (President), Downey, Cover, Henshaw, Ilawxhurst, 
Penn, Wood, Watson.«~8. 

Nays— Messrs. Beach, Boush, Dix, Moore, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing-.— 8. 

So the ordinance was rejected. 

On motipA the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M,. 3 to- 
morrow. 



Thursday, March 24th,. 1864. 
♦Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. WiNG-j^ Chairman of the Committee on Education, submitted 
;a Report, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wing submitted an ordinance fixing the per diem of members 
and officers of the General Assembly, which, was also laid on the 
tabic and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Mooes submitted the following resolution, which was laid 
over under the rules and ordered to be printed. 

Resolved, JChat the Constitution which ?»ay be adopted by this Convention, shall be sub- 
milted to a vote of the people on the 4th Thursday of May next, for their adoption er rejec- 
tion, and it shall be the duty of the Commissioners holding the Election to propound to each 
voter the question "Do you vote for or against the adoption of the Constitution ?" A 
record of which vole shall be taken and.' retoroed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth at 
Alexandria immediately. 

Mr. Webb called up the resolution providing for tlio appointment 
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understanding between the military and civil authorities of Q thm 
White. 

Mr. Wing submitted the following 'resolution:. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare an nddress'fo the Present of 
the United States upon the subject of Emancipation and Compensation to loyal owners. 

The resolution laid over under the rules, and ordered to be printed. 

On -motion of Mr. Downey the Report of the -Committee ou the 
Legislative Department was taken up. 

Mr. 'WmBj on behalf of Mr. Stone, submitted, a minority Report* 

On motion of Mr. Wing the Convention agreed. to take up and 
consider both Reports, section by see tie m The motion was con- 
curred In, 

The first and second sections of the Report were then taken up 
and adopted. 

The third section being under consideration, Mr. Ha,wxhuhst 
moved to amend by striking out the word " citizens " in the second. 
line arid inserting the word " voters." 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as' amended 
was then adopted. 

The fourth 'and fifth sections of the Report were then adopted. 

The sixth section being under consideration Mr. Wing moved to 
amend by sinking out the word " 'white" in the fifth line. 

The ayes and nays being demanded- on the amendment, they were 
recorded as follows : 

A f/c*-— Messrs. LeRoy G.Edwards, (President,) Bousb, Dix, Moore, Penn, Thomas, Tennis' 
Webb, Wing— 9 

N<r y«— Messrs. Beach, Downey, Cover, Henshaw, llawxlmrst, Wood, Watson— -.t. 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended 
was then adopted. 

The seventh section was then adopted. 

The eighth section being under consideration Mr. Watsok moved 
to amend the first line by striking out the word "annually" and 
inserting the word " biennially." 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they were 
recorded as follows ; 

Ayes- -Messrs. Dix, Gover, llenshaw, Moore, Webb, Watson.—G. 

Nays— -Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Bousb, towney, Hawxhurst, 
Pcnn, Thomas, Tennis, Wing, Wood.- .-10* 

So the amendment was lost. 
} Mj\ Watson then moved to amend by inserting after the word 
" annually" in the first line the words, "during the present rebel- 
lion. " 
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The ayes and nays, "being demanded on the amendment they were 

recorded as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Dix, Henshaw, Moore, Thomas, ,Webb,- Watson— 6. 

Mays— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Downey, Gover, Hawx- 
Smrst, Peon, Tennis, Wing, Wood — 10. 

So the amendment was lost, and the eighth section then adopted 

as originally reported, 

On motion the Convention then took* a recess until 3 o'clock, P. m. 
Afternoon SesScon.— The Convention convened at 3 o'clock and 

resinned the consideration of the Report on the Legislative Depart- 
ment, 

The President announced the following special Committee to pre- 
pure a schedule for the Constitution, viz; Messrs. Downey, Beach, 
Webb, Wing and Penn. 

The ninth, tenth and eleventh sections of the Eeport were then 

considered and adopted. 

Mr. Webb moved the adoption of the thirteenth section of the 
minority report in place of the twelfth, section of the majority re- 
port. The motion" was concurred in, and the thirteenth -section 

adopted. 

The fourteenth section of the majority report was then adopted. 

Mr, Webb moved to amend the second line of the sixteenth section 
of the minority report by inserting the words " except in" cases of 
rebellion or invasion " after the word "suspended." The amend- 
ment was' lost* 

Mr. Webb then moved the adoption of the sixteenth section of the 
minority report. The ayes and nays being demanded they were 
recorded as follows : 

j7/e«— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Dix, Moore. Thomas* 
Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 10 

Nays— Messrs. Downej', Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, penn, Watson— 6, 
So the sixteenth section of the minority report was adopted. 
The seventh section of the minority report was then adopted by a 
a vote of ayes 9 ; nays 7 • 

The eighteenth and nineteenth sections of the majority repoit 
'were then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wing the twenty-first section' of .the minority 
report was then adopted as the twentieth section of the majority 
report. J J 

^ The twenty-first section of the majority report being under con- 
sideration, Mr. Wing moved to strikeout all after the word "issue 
in the fifth line of the same. 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section then adopted 
as amended, 
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The fw onty-second section of the majority report was then adoptuiL 
The twenty-seventh section of the old Constitution was then adopt- 
ed as the twenty-third section of the majority report. 

The twenty -fourth section of the majority report was then adopted. 

Pending the consideration of the twenty-fifth, section the Conven- 
tion adjourned until 11 o'clock, a. m., to-morrow. 



Friday, March 25, 1864, 
Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. M\- 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved* 
Mr. Beach submitted tha following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the pay of the Janitor be increased so as to be equal to that of the Door- 
Keeper, to date from the commencement of the session. 

Mr. Bousii called np the report previously submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Norfolk j (Mr. Wing.,) relative to funds arising from the 
sale of lands and other property granted or entrusted to the State for 
educational and religious purposes, and moved the printing of the. 
same. The motion was concurred in. 

Mr. Wing asked leave to have his name recorded in the affirma- 
tive on the adoption of the emancipation provision of the Constitu- 
tion. The request was granted,- and his name so recorded- 

On motion of Mr. Webb, the consideration of the twenty-fifth. 
section of the Report of the Committee on the Legislative Department 
was resumed. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the first line by striking out the 
words " are hereby made a commission/ ? and inserting — " It shall 
be the duty of the Governor to appoint three Commissioners. ' ? Alsoy 
to strike out in the fifth and sixth lines the words, cc the Governor 
shall have power to fill any vacancies that may occur." 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they "were 
recorded as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs . Beach, Downey, Gorer, Henshav, Hawxharst, Watson— 6. 

Nays — Messrs. LeRoj G. Edwards,- (President), Boush, Dix, Moore, Penn. Thomas, Tennis,, 
Webb, Wing, Wood— 10. ' • 

.So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. Wing moved to strife otit the twenty-fifth section. 

Mr. Boush moved the previous question. 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the previous question they 
were recorded as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. LeBo y G. Edwards, (President,) Boush, Dix, G over, Hen shaw; Moore « 
Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 10. 

Nays — Messrs. Beach, Downey, Hawxhurst, Penn, Thomas, Watson— 6. 

So the previous question was sustained. 
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The question then recurring on the main tj'iiefdion, to strike out 

the twent3-iift.l1 section , the ayes and nays being demanded, they 

wer$- recorded as follows : 

Ayes—? Messrs, LeBoy f*. Edwards, (President,) Beach, 'Bough, Dix, Cover, Llensh&w, 
Mom>, Venn, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wins;, Wood— 13, 
jfoti#8-— Messrs. Downey, Hawxhurst, Watson— -3. 

So the twenty-fifth- section was stricken out. 

The twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth., -twenty-ninth, 

mad thirtieth sections were then adopted. 

Mr. Wma moved to strike out the thirty-first section, hut with- 
drew the motion, and the section was adopted. 

The thirty-second section was then adopted, 

M'r. Wing moved to strike out the thirty-third section, which. 
motion was concurred in. 

The thirty-fourth section being under consideration, Mr. Wing- 
moved to amend the foarth line by inserting after the"- word cc elec- 
tions " the words *' by the G-jneral Assembly/' The -amendment 
was concurred in, and the section as am ended 'adopted as the thirty- 
third section of the Report. 

Mr, Beach ihen offered the following as the twenty-fifth section cf 
the Report., w.hich was laid on the table and ordered to be printed : 

Ssa 25. The General Assembly sha 1 ! provide by law for adjusting 
with the State of West Virginia, the proportion, of the public debt 
of Virginia, proper to be borne hy the State of Virginia and of 
'West Virginia respectively ; and may authorize, in conjunction with. 
the State of West Virginia, the sale of all stocks and other interests 
held by the State of Virginia in Banks, works of Internal Improve- 
ment and other Companies at the time of the formation of the State 
of West Virginia, 

It shall not provide for the payment of any debt or obligation 
created in the name of the State of Virginia by the usurped and 
pretended State. authorities at Richmond* And it shall not allow 
any county, city or corporation to levy or collect any tax for the 
payment of any debt created for the purpose of aiding any rebellion 
against the State or the United States. 

Mr. Downey moved a reconsideration of the eighth section. The 
motion being concurred in, he moved to amend the fifth line by Strilo' 
log out the word " ninety ;; and inserting the word u sixty." 

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended ro 
adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved a reconsideration of the first section. The 
motion being concurred in, he moved to amend by striking out all 
after the word " Delegates >f in the third line. 

The amendment was concurred in., and the section as amended 
re- ad opted. 
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On motion the Convention took a recess Until throe o'clock. 

Afternoon Session. — The. Convention re-assenibled at 3 o'clock. 

Mr.. .Webb moved' a reconsideration of the fifth Section of .the Re- 
port of the Committee on the Legislative Department, The motion 
being concurred in. he moved to amend the eighth line by striking 
out the word u five" and inserting the word "ter/." 

The amendment was concurred in, and the Section as amended 
re-adopted., 

Mr. Wing called up the resolution of the gentleman from Norfolk 
(Mr. Webb,) providing for the appointment of a Special Committee 
of five to wait upon -the President of the United States, with a view 
to a better understanding between the military and civil authorities 
of the State, and moved their adoption, 

r The resolutions were debated . at some length by Messrs. Wing, 
Webb, Boush and Thomas in the affirmative, and Messrs. Watson, 
.Downey, Hawxhurst and Beach in the negative, 

Mr. Watson moved to adjourn, but the motion was lost. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
resolutions, they were lost by a vote of ayes 5 ; nays 11. ■ 

On motion the Convention adjourned until If o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow. 



Saturday, March 26th, 188-1. 

Convention met at 11 o'clock, A, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved, 

Mr. Boush moved to take up the substitute for the Report of the 
Committee on Education. The motion was concurred in„ 

The subject being under consideration, Mr, Boush moved to strike 
out the sixth Section and insert the following : 

Sec. 5. — And it is hereby provided that the salary of such Super- 
intendent so appointed or elected, shall be paid out of monies arising 
from donations to the State for educational purposes. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend the eighth line by inserting the word 
u white" before the word "youth." 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment, they were 
recorded as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. LeRoy G.Edwards, (President,) Dix ; Gover, Moore ."Penn, Thomas/Tennis, 
Wood, W(ttsoa-~9. " < 

JVays— Messrs. Beacb, Boush, DoWney, Hensliaw, Hawxhurst,'""' Wcibti— *6. 

So the amendment was adopted. 
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Mr. Moore moved to amend the sixteenth line' by striking out the 

words-"' absolutely free/' 

The amendment. was withdrawn, whereupon 

MiyBoush moved an indefinite postponement of the whole ques- 
tion.- The .motion was sustained by a vote of ayes 10 ; nays 4. ■ 

Mr. Downey then isioved to take up the resolutions previously, 
offered by him on the subject of education, and offered them as a 

substitute for the Report of the Committee on Education. 

On motion. of Mr. Webb, the further consideration of the subject 
was postponed until Monday next, and made the special order for 
that day, 

Mr. Henshaw submitted an amendment to the substitute for the 
Eeport of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters, which was. 

laid on the table and ordered to be printed, and- made, the special 

order of Tuesday next. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until Monday next, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

Monday, March 28th , 1864. 
.Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The President being detained. at his room by indisposition, Mr. 

Hawxhuest was elected President pro, tempore. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, were read and approved. 

Mr. Dgwney called up the Eeport of the Committee on .Education, 
and submitted the following substitute for the same : 

Sec, 1. — That the Legislature shall, as soon as conviently maybe, 
provide by law, for a general system of education throughout the 

State 5 in such a manner that the poor may be taught gratis. 

Sec. 2.-— -That the arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or 
more seminaries or colleges of learning. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
" State" in the third line of the first section. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend the second line of the first section by 
inserting the words "for white persons" after the word "education." 

The amendment was concurred in by a vote of ayes 8; nays 6, 

Mr. Gover moved to amend the third line of the first section by- 
inserting after the word " State" the words, " so that the youth of 
the State may be taught gratis." 

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows : 

^3pr-Messr$. Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Haw-xlmrst, Penn, Webb.— 6. 
JVffi/5-.-Messrs. Beach, Boush, Di$, Moore, Thomas, Wing, Wood, Watson,— 8..) 
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So the amendment was lost. 

The question recurring on the adoption or rejection of the mh- 
statute, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as 
follows: 

Ayes^-Messrs. Downey, II nshaw, Penn-— 3. 
W^Twft^oa!lu! lCb, ^^ D1X ' GoW ' Hawxburst > Mo0 ^ Thomas, Webb, Wing, 

So the substitute was rejected. 

The- question then recurring on tfhe adoption or rejection of the 
Eeportof the Committee on Education, ihenjes ahd nays being de- 
jtnanded, they were recorded as follows : 

Ayeg* -Messrs, Beach, Du, Moore, Thomas, Webb) WfnjJV -Wood, Watson.*-- -8. 

Kays-'" Messrs. Bottsh, Eowaey, Gover, Henshsw, Bawxfourst, Penn.— 6. 

So -the .Report was adopted. 

Mr. Wing called up the ordinance fixing the per diem ot members 

iatid officers' of the General Assembly. 

/| Mr. Bov/my moved to amend by adding the following as -an ad- 
ditional section of the ordinance : 

u The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the" House of 
Delegates shall each -receive the sum of eight dollars per day/' 

The amendment was accepted, and the ordinance then .adopted.- 

On motion of Mr. Webb, the Report of the . Committee on the 
Legislative Department was taken up, and the twenty-fifth section 
.considered, 

The subject was debated- at some length by 'Messrs, Beach and 
Wing ia the affirmative, and Messrs. Hawxiiurst and Downey in the 
^negative. 

Mr. Hawxiiurst moved the appointment .of a special committee of 
-.three, to whom the section should be referred. T.;ie motion was lost. 

Mr. Watson then moved to amend the section by inserting after 
the words " West. Virginia/' at the end of the first 'paragraph, the 
following: 

■"And no ordinance passed by the Convention which assembled a* 
Wheeling on, the 11th dav-of June, 1861, adjusting the!) public deb^ 
between Virginia and West Virginia shall be binding upon this 
State/' 

The amendment. was accepted* 

Mr. Be acq then moved to amend by inserting after the words 
" sale of" in the fifth line r the -words/ " all lands and property of 
every .description, including/' and after the word "interests" in the 
sixth line, the words " owned and/' 

The amendments were adopted, 
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Mr. Downey moved to amend by inserting the following : 

u The Legislature shall not provide for the payment of any bonds 
now held by rebels in arms against the State or United States." 

The ay en and nays being demanded^ they were recorded as follows i 

-lye*— Messrs. Beach, Downey, Dix, Gover, Hcnshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson - 8> 
^ays— Messrs. Boush, Moore, fe^n, Stone, Thomas, Webb, Wing— 7. 

.So the amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
section as amended, the ayes and nays being 'demanded, they were 
recorded as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Beach, Boush, Downey, JT)ix,. Cover, IJenshaw, Hawxhurs.t, Puin, Stone,, 
Thomas, Webb, Wing, Wood, Watson— 34. 

Nays— Mr . Moc re. 

So the section was adopted. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
Report as amended, it was adopted. 

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

Afternoon" Session. — Convention met at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Watson called up the original ordinance introduced by him 
relative to the application of funds derived from the sale of lands 
under the direct tax law. 

Mr. Moore objected to the further consideration of the ordinance, 
as it had once been decided. 

The President stated that. a substitute for the ordinance had been 
considered and lost, and that the ordinance itself was now in order. 

Mr. Moore appealed from the decision of the President, and the 
appeal was sustained by the Convention. 

Mr. "Watson then submitted the ordinance as an "original proposi- 
tion, and desired the ayes and nays taken upon it without discussion. 
Mr. Wing submitted the following as an additional section : 

Sec. 4. — The General Assembly shall take no steps towards set- 
tling claims due to loyal men for the loss of slaves or other property 
until the whole State shall have been recovered from the insurgents, 
and the amount ascertained which shall be due to them for such 
losses. 

The amendment was accepted. 

Mr, WiNonwed to strike out in the ninth line the words "at its 
first session/' and in the tenth line the word ic thereafter. " The 
amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. Webb moved to lay on the table and print, but the motion was 
not sustained. 
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Mr. Wing moved to strike out the worths, ct provided such owners 
have-given active proof of their loyalty to the Government of the 
United States." The motion was concurred in by a vole of ayes 10 ;' 
nays 4. 

Mr. Webb moved to strikd out the tweiily-sceond, twentv-third 
and twenty-fourth lines. 

The ayes.aiid nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows : 
Ayes— Messrs. Beach, Boush, Moore, Tennis, Webb, Wood — G. 

JV<;tys — Messrs 1 . Downey, Dix ; (J-over, lienshaw, Hawxhurst, IVon, Stone, Thomas, Wing-, 
Watson—IQ. 

■So the inotiou to strike out was lost* 

. The question then recurring ofr the adoption or rejection of the 
ordinance, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 

Ayes—- Messrs. Downey, Dix.-Gover, lleiisfraw, Ha^yxhursh Penn, Stone, Thomas. Wiri<»\ 
Wood, Watson— 11. ' ' " ^ B ' 

'Nays— -Messrs. Bench, Bousb, Moore, Tennis-----*. 

So the ordinance was adopted. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., 
to-morrow. 

Tuesday, M^rch 29fch, 1804,- 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and. approved. 
Mr. Wing submitted the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Jt.csolvcd, That the -resolution passed on tlic twenty-first instant, directing the President to 
adjourn this Convention 'sinadie on the twenty-ninth instant,' is hereby recinded. 

Mr. "Win a submitted the Keport of the Committee appointed to 
•form, a schedule for the Constitution, which was laid on the tabic 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Mooiib called up the resolution providing for submitting the 
Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or rejection, 
and moved its reference to the Committee on the Schedule. 

The motion was concurred in. 

Mr. Beach moved a re-consideration of the vote ordering the 
printing of the Keport of the Schedule Committee. The motion 
being sustained, he then moved the recommitment of the Keport, 

The motion was concurred in, and the Report re-committed. 

The amendment to the substitute for the Report of the Committee 
on the Qualification of Voters being the special order of the day, the 
same was taken up and considered at great length. 

The amendment was temporarily withdrawn by the gentleman 
from Loudoun (Mr. Hensiiaw), whereupon 
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Mr, 13 1: a on submitted the following amendment to the substitute; 

%i After the word u people/' in the beginning of the ninth line, 
strike out all down to the word "pardon" inclusive,, in the nine- 
teenth line, and in ] ieu. thereof insert the following : 

Provided, however, that no one shall be allowed to vote, -who, 
when he offers to vote, if his right be challenged for alleged -dis- 
loyalty, shall not thereupon take, or shall not before have talam, the 
following oath : ' I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that! will support 
the Constitution of the United States and. the Laws made in" pur- 
suance thereof, as the supreme law of the land, anything in the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Virginia.,.- or-in the ordinances 
of the Convention which assembled at Richmond on the thirteenth 
day of February, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; and that I will uphold and defend the government 
of Virginia as restored by the Convention which assembled at 
"Wheeling on the eleventh day of June, eighteen, hundred and sixty- 
one, and that I have not since the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four, voluntarily given aid or assistance, in. any 
way, to those in rebellion against the Government of the United 
Htates for the purpose of promoting the same.' Any person falsely 
80 swearing shall be subject to the penalties of perjury. No person 
ahali hold any office under this Constitution who shall not have taken 
and subscribed the oath aforesaid/ )3 

The amendment was debated at some length by Messrs. Beach and 
Wing in the affirmative, and Messrs, Watson and Downey in the 
negative. 

Mr. Watson moved an adjournment, but the motion was not sus- 
tained. 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the adoption or rejection of 
the amendment, they were recorded as follows : 

Ayea~- Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas, 
Tennuj, Webb. Whig-— 10. 

Nays— Messrs . Downey, Dix, Gover, ITcnshaw, Hawxliurs't, Wood, Watson— -7. 

So the amendment was adopted, 

Mr. Downey moved to* lay on the fable and have the substitute- 
printed in. its amended form. 

The motion was lost. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 10 o'clock, A* M., 
to-morrow. 

Wednesday, March 30th, 1864. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Winu called up the resolution previously submitted, pro* 
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deling for the appointment of a special committee to prep in? -an ad- 
dress to the President of the United States on the subject of emanci- 
pation and compensation, and asked that the ayes and nays be taken 
on the subject. They were recorded as*. follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Bousli, Dix, Moore, Pcnn, Stone, Thomas, 
Webb, tYing—D. 
Nays —Messrs. Beach, Downey, Gover, llcnshaw, Hawxhurst, Tennis, Wood — 7. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Wing submitted an ordinance giving the Governor power to 
remove certain officers for disloyalty and neglect of duty in certain 
eases, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Downey submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Report of the Committee on the Schedule be laid on the table and 
printed. 

On motion, the substitute for the Report of the Committee on the 
Qualification of Voters was taken up for further consideration. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend the fourteenth line by inserting the 
word " encouragement" after the word "given," and after the 
word " assistance/' at the end of the same line, the words, " or by 
conversation expressed sympathy." 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment, they were 
recorded as follows : 

Ayes — Messrs. Downer, Govcr, Hcnshaw, llawxhurst, Wood, Watson — G. 

Nays — Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Dovish* Dix, Moore, Penn, Stone, 
Uhomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing— 11. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Downey submitted the following amendment : — " In the 
seventh line, after the word "vote," insert, ' but a citizen of the 
United States, who has previously been a qualified voter of this State, 
and removed therefrom and returned; and who shall have resided in 
the election district/and shall have paid his taxes as aforesaid, shall 
be entitled to vote after residing in the State and county six months.'*' 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Downey then moved to amend by striking out the words, " if 
his right be challenged for alleged disloyalty." 

The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Downey, Dix, Gover, 
Henshaw, llawxhurst— 9. 

jVfys— Messrs. Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 8. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Watson moved to amend by. inserting at the end of the first 

paragraph the words, "and no person shall be elected As a member 

-of the- Legislature, or as Governor or Lieutenant Governor, or to 
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any State office, who lias hold office, either <cml or military, or give** 
aid and comfort in any way, to the so-called Confederate States of 
America/' 

The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as fol- 
lows : 

A •/««— Messrs. Downc% Cover, Ilenshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson— -C. 

]$*,€-- Messrs. Lelloy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Uoush, Dix, Moore, Penn, Stone, 
Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing— 11. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Hawxhurst moved to amend by inserting the following at the 
end of the first paragraph: 

" But no person shall vote or hold oflico under this Constitution 
w 7 ho has held office under the so-called Confederate government, or 
under any rebellious State government, or who has been a member 
of the so-called Confederate Congress, or a member of any State 
Legislature in rebellion against the authority of the United States, 
excepting therefrom county officers/'' 

Tfo$ ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows : 

Apes— Messrs. LeRov G. Edwards, (President,) YJeneli, Boush,' Downej-, Dix> Gover, 
flenshaw, Hawxhurst, Penn, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood, Watson— 15. 

Kays— Messrs. Moore, Stone— -2. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Edwards, (President), moved to amend by inserting : &fter the 
word cc perjury" the words, iC but the Legislature shall have power 
to pass an act or acts prescribing. means by which persons who have 
been disfranchised by this provision shall or may be restored to the 
rights of voters when in their opinion it will be safe to do so." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Wing moved the previous question, which motion was sus- 
tained. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
substitute, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 

Ayes — Messrs. LeRoy C Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush,. Downey, Dix, Gover, 
Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Moore, Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 15, • 

Affys— Messrs. Penn, Watson— 2. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Hawxhurst then moved to amend the Report by inserting 
after the word "him" in the fifth line, the words, "after the 
adoption of this Constitution." 

The amendment was adopted, 

Mr. Penn moved to amend by inserting. after the word u therein" 
the following : " but citizens of this State, when in the military ser- 
vice of the United States, shall be permitted to vote under such 



Hosted by G00gle 



44 

regulations as may be prescribed by the General Assembly, wherever 
they may be stationed, the same as if they were within their respec- 
tive cities, counties or districts." 

The amendment. was adopted. 

Mr. Beach moved to amend by striking out in the twenty-fifth line 
the words,, "at its first session alter the adoption of this Constitution, 
and afterwards." 

The amendment was adopted. 

A motion to adjourn was made and lost. 

Mr. Wing moved to amend the last section by inserting at the end 
of the same the words, "for which the General Assembly shall 
provide by law." 

The amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection o'f tin; 
Report as amended, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were 
recorded as follows : 

Ayes — Messrs. LeRo)- G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Downey, Dix, Clover, Hon- 
shaw, Hawxhurst, Moore, Perm. Stone, Thomas, Teunis, Webb, Wing, Wood — 16. 

iVtf?/.?-— Mr.Wafson. 

So the Report was adopted. 

.On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. 5'L. 
to-morrow. 



Thursday, March' 3 1st, i86i 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The President announced the-following special committee to pre- 
pare an address to the President of the United States on the subject 
of emancipation and'eompensation, in conformity with a resolution 
previously adopted, viz: — Messrs. Wing, Webb, Boush, Penn, and 
ilenshaw. 

Mr. Downey submitted the Keport of the Committee on the 
Schedule, but afterwards withdrew it. 

Mr. Beach moved a re-consideration of the vote adopting the Ke- 
port of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters. The motion 
being sustained, he then moved to amend the fourth section by in- 
serting after the word "law/' the following words — " at its first 
session after the adoption of this Convention, but until such pro- 
vision shall have been made, votes shall be given as heretofore/' 

The amendment was adopted, and the Keport as amended re- 
adopted. 

Mr. Beach submitted the following resolution, which was adopted : 
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Resolred, That tlic Committee on the Schedule be instructed to prepare, also, a .suitable 
•pn amble to the Constitution, and to report the whole Constitution, as amended, with pre- 
a u bio and Schedule printed, in a connected and complete form. 

Mr. Webb moved the adoption of the first article of the old Constitu- 
tion, with the words "as amended. and" stricken out. The article, 
• : as amended , was adopted. 

Mr. Webb also moved the adoption of the second article qf the 
old Constitution without amendment. The article was so adopted.}/, 

Mr. Wing called up the' ordinance previously submitted, em- 
powering the Governor to remove certain officers for disloyalty and 
neglect of duty; 

Mr. Hawxiiukst moved to amend the ordinance by inserting the 
following wo f d& at the end of the first paragraph: — u Provided, 
That this ordinance shall not affect any counties now organized/ 7 

The amendment was accepted. 

The ordinance was then withdrawn by consent of the Convention. 

Mr. Downey called up an ordinance previously submitted by him 
providing for amendments to the Constitution by the General 

Assembly. 

The ayes and nays being demanded on the adoption or rejection of 
the ordinance, they were recorded as follows: 

-^iy<!5— .Messrs. Boush, Downev, Ilenshaw— 3. 

2V r «y*- -Messrs. LeRoy Cf. Edwards, (President), Dix, Cover, Moore, Pcnn, Stone, Thomas, 
Tennis, W ebb, Win?, Wood, Watson.— 12. 

So the ordinance was rejected. 

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o'clock. 

Afternoon Session.- -The Convention re-assembled at 3 o'clock, 

P. M. 

In order to give the Committee on the Schedule time to Report, 
on motion of 

Mr. Wing the Convention adjourned until Saturday next, at 12 
o'clock, M. 



Saturday, April 2nd, 1864. 

Convention met at "12 o'clock, M. 

The President being absent, Mr. Webb, of Norfolk, was called to 
the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Downey submitted the Report of the Committee on the 
Schedule, which was adopted. 
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Air. Beach submitted an ordinance providing for submitting the 
Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or rejection, 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

An ordinance entitled "an ordinance for tho establishment of the 
Restored C{overnmcnt/' was submitted and laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M., on 
Monday, next. 



' Monday j April 4th, 1864. 

Convention met at 2 o'clock, P. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Wixo moved to take up the ordinance providing for the 
establishment of the State Government in counties as they may be 
reclaimed. 

The motion was sustained. 

Mr. Wixg moved to amend by transposing the words ■" qualify 
and give bonds." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr, Watson moved to amend the first line by inserting after. the 
word " Commonwealth" the words, " not now organized." 

The amendment was accepted* 

Mr. Wing submitted the following as an additional section, which. 
was adopted: 

Sec. 2. It shall be proper and legal for the voters of any county 
where it shall be unsafe by reason of the presence of insurgent 
troops to open a poll or polls to open the same in any other part of 
such county. 

The ordinance was then adopted as amended, 

Mr. Hawxiiurst. submitted an ordinance relative to the remission 
of taxes, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Watson submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That two hundred and fifty copies of the Journal of this Convention be printed 
and placed in the hands of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, whose duty it shall be to 
furnish each member of the Convention with live copies of the same.. 

On motion of Mr. Watson the ordinance providing for submitting 
the Constitution to a vote of the people, was taken up for considera- 
tion. 

The motion being re-considered, Mr. Watson offered the following 
resolution : 
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AV.voW. That the Constitution which maybe adopted by this Convention shall he sub- 
mi itc'd to the people for their ratification or u-joction. 

The resolution was debated at some length by Messrs. Watsou ?ml 
Hawxhurst, in the affirmative, and Messrs. Penn and Wing in the 
negative. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
resolution, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 

^1^— Messrs. Beach, Downey, Dix, Cover, Hawxhurst. Moore, Watson— 7. 
Xays—Xcws. LeUoy O. Edwards, (President), JJoush, Iknshaw, l'eiin, Stone, Tennis, 
Thomas, Webb, Wing, Wood— 10., 

So the resolution was lost. 

Mr. X>ousii submitted an ordinance relative to the repeal of all 
laws relating to punishment by stripes, but afterwards withdrew it. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock, M., to- 
morrow. 

— ■ — o — — 

Tuesday, April 5th, 1864. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and. approved. 

Mr. Wing submitted the following resolution :, 

Jtcsolvtd, That, five hundred copies of the Conslitntion us adopted by this Convention be 
printed and placed in the hands of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, whose duty it ;hall 
be to furnish each member with five copies of the same; and that the Secretary of thv Con - 
motnvealth in conjunction -with the Auditor of the State, shall have the printing done -with 
all possible dispatch. 

Mr. Downey moved to amend by ordering the printing of one 
thousand copies of the Constitution. The amendment was accepted, 
and the resolution as amended then adopted. 

Mr. Penn submitted the following resolution, which was adopted : 

JteLtohrd, That the sum of fifty dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated the Seen- 
tan- of tins Convention for superintending the printing of the Journal and the Constitution. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock, M., to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday, April Cth, 186.4. 

Convention met at 12 o'clock, M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, corrected and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Wing moved to take up and have read in a connected form the 
Constitution thus far adopted, after which a vote should Jbo taken 
upon its adoption as a whole, but afterwards withdrew it, and called 
up the Report of the Committee on the Preamble. 
1 The same was reaxl, after which, on motion of Mr. Webb, the Hee- 
rotary was authorized to fill the blank in the same with the proper 
date, after which it was adopted. 
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Mr. Wing then moved the reading of the Constitution section by 
section, -which was lost, 

Mr. Wing then .move*! the reading of the Constitution,- after which 
u vote should "be taken upon its adoption or rejection as a whole. 

The motion was concurred in.' 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 2\ o'clock. 

— — o — — 

Afternoon Session.— Convention convened at 2-| o'clock, 
The Constitution was taken up for consideration. 
Mr. Wing moved a suspension of the -rules in order that' it might, 
he read a second time. 

The Constitution was so read, and its farther consideration post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M. ; to- 
.morrow , 

Thursday, April 7th, 1864. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Wing moved that Mr, Gillis, engrossing clerk, "be requested 
to read the Constitution from the engrossed copy of the same". The 
motion was concurred in, and the reading proceeded with. 

By consent of the Convention the first sentence of the second See- 
lion of. the Legislative Department was transposed and made to read 
as follows :— "The House of Delegates shall-consist of 'not' less than 
eighty and * of not more than one hundred and four members,' 5 

The reading of the Constitution having heen completed, 

Mr. Wing moved its adoption, and asked that the ayes and nays 
might be called, 

The motion was sustained, and the vote then recorded as follows : 

j yes— Messrs. LcRoy Go Edwards, (President), Bench, Boush, Dix, (Jover, Ilenshaw, 
Peuu, fttomyThoinas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood— 13. 

^V/7/i'—- Messrs. Downey, JIawNhurst, Moore, Watson— 4, 

JSo the Constitution was adopted, 

Mr. Watson moved that the ordinance providing for submitting 
the Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or re- 
jection he taken up. 

The motion was concurred in,. and the ordinance read, 

Mr. Wing moved, its indefinite postponement, hut withdrew it, 

Mr. Henshaw then submitted' the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Constitution 'adopted by this Convention shall take effect and remain m 
full force' from and after the adjournment or' this Convemiun. 

Pending the consideration of the. resolution the Convention took a 
recess until' 2 o'clock. 
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AFXHRNooN Session. — The Convention c-uveried at 2 o'clock, 

The consideratio' of the ordinance providing for the submission 
f the Constitution to a vote of the people was resumed. 

Mr. Watsox moved the previous question, which was sustained by 
:a vote of ayes 8 ; nays 5. 

On motion the Oonven'ioa adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow 

Friday, April Sth, 1864. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The previous question having been moved and sustained at the 
previous meeting; on the'ordinance providing for the submission of 
the Constitution to a vote of the people, the same was taken up as 
the first business in order. 

Mr. Boush moved a reconsideration of the previous question, 
which motion was sustained by a vote of fives 8 ; nays 5. 

The ordinance then being under consideration, it was discussed by 
Messrs. Beach, Hawxhurst and Boush in the affirmative, and Messrs. 
Wing, Penn and Edwards in the negative. 

Mr. Beach 'Submitted the following amendment, to be inserted, at 
the end of the second section ! 

Ci The Commissioners and conducting officers shall he duly 
authorized to administer to each other and to voters all oaths and 
affirmations made necessary at the taking of the poll hereby pro- 
vided for, which might be administered by Justices of the Peace, 
and also to certify the same." 

The amendment was adopted, 

Th'e question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
ordinance, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded 
as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Beach) Boush, .Cowrie)*, Gover, Hawxhurst— 5. 

Nays— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Henshaw, Penn, Stone, Thomas, Tennis* 
Webb, Wing, Wood—9. 

So the ordinance was lost. 

Mr. Henshaw called up the resolution previously submitted by 
liim, viz : 

Resolved, That the Constitution adopted by this Convention shall take effect and remain 
in full forc3 from and after the adjournment of this Convention. x 

Mr. Downey moved to amend the second line by striking out the 
word u remain" and substituting the word u be/' 

The amendment was accepted, and the resolution as amended ^ 

then adopted. 
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On motion the Constitution was then signed. 
Mr. Downey submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, Thatnhe sum of one hundred dollar* be, and The same is hereby appropriated ti.e 
Presidentof this Convention as extra, compensation. 

Mr. Downey also submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That th* sain of twenty dollars is hereby appropriated to pay for the engross- 
ment of the Constitution on paichrnent, and the Auditor of Public Accounts is directed to 
pay the s^me on the certificate of the Secretary of the Convemion. 

Mr. Hawxmurst called up the ordinance previously submitted by 
him, providing for the remission of taxes in certain cases. 

Mr. Hawxhurst submitted the. following amendment to the 
twenty-third line : 

" Which shall be given to the Sheriff in lieu of the taxes released, 
and shall be his voucher to the State officers/' 
The amendment was adopted. 

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the 
ordinance, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as- 
follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, ( President),, Beach. Boush, Downey, Gov^r, IIensrm\v 3 
Hawxhurst, Penn, Wing— 9. 

Nays— Messrs. Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wood— 5. 

So the ordinance was adopte 1. 

Mr. Webb submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That no county not fully organized, with all the county otlieers, so th.it "taxes 
can be collected and paid into the Treasury, shall he entitled to representation in the General 
Assembly of Virginia. 

Mr. Beach moved the indefinite postponement of the resolution. 

The motion was concurred in. 

Mr. Webb submitted the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are hereby tendered to Judge John C. Under- 
wood, United States District Judge, for generously diving said Convention the use of this 
Hall. 

On motion the- Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., on 
Monday next. 



Monday. April 11th, J8«4. 
Convention met at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
Mr. Webb submitted the following resolution, which was adopted 

Resolved, That the ordinances passed by this Convention be printed with the Constitution. 

Mr. Wing submitted the following, resolution, which was also 
adopted : 



Hosted by G00gle 



51 

Resolved, That this Convention believe a Homestead Exemption to the amount of not less 
than one thousand dollars is desirable, and would serve to protect the unfortunate agaimst 
the undue influence of .capital. We, therefore, urge upon theOeneral Assembly the passage 
of an act to securp to the people this boon. 

Mr. Wing also .submitted the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the members of this Convention, Abraham Lincoln is 
the unanimous choice of. the loyal voters of Virginia for the next Presidency. 

Resolved, That we have profound confidence in the patriotism, ability and great financial 
talents of Secretary Chase, arid believe his withdrawal from his present position would be 
-a national calamity. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Boush submitted the following resolutions, which were put by 
the Secretary, and unanimously adopted by a rising vote :, 

Resolved That the thanks of this Convention are due, and are hereby tendered, to Huh . 
LkRoy G. Howards for the able and impartial manner in which he has' discharged the duties 
of President of this Convention. His uniforai kindness and courtesy will long endear Urn- 
to i-sall. 

Resolved, That we also lender our thanks to the other officers of this body for their faith- 
ful performance of the. various duties assigned them. 

The President responded to the above resolutions as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention : I return you my grateful acknow- 
ledgement for the confidence and support which you have given me 
during my whole occupancy of this chair. Yen placed me here con- 
trary to my expectation, and have sustained me, by your continued 
respect and ready acquiescence, in all my decisions and rule, and 
the kind words cinb-nlied in your resolution just adopted are to me, 
I assure you, iC pearls of great price/' 

I came to tl is Convention with very humble aspirations, but with 
a sincere desire to do something towards restoring to our distressed 
and mine 1 people a civil government under which they might be 
free from oppression and wrong. My days of political ambition are 
'passed, if I ever knew such ; but T have grieved to see devastation 
and wretchedness around me, and wept to witness the want and hu- 
miliation which our once free and happy people have been compelled 
to bear. If all these could have fallen on the guilty only I would 
not complain, although my. sympathies might have been pained ; 
but the innocent and .helpless suffer, as must always be the case in 
a war like the present, and how to relieve their distress, or at least 
to ameliorate their condition, is the great desideratum with me, as 
I believe it is wi f li every one of you. 

I was born and reared in the Northern Neck of Virginia, among 
tiiose who had been the immediate associates of Washington, and 
helped to raise the mighty fabric of government which has given 
refuge and protection to so many of the oppressed of the earth. I 
.passed through what was called our second, war of independence as 
a lad with a cockade in my hat, burning and desiring above all 
things to be a soldier, and contribute to that glory which our united 
countrymen were then achieving in almost every battle on land and 
water, and I entered on the duties of manhood at the period when 
our country was most prosperous and our government most pure.' 
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Can it be wondered, then, that I am strongly attatched to the Union' 
as it was, and as I hope it may again be ? Yes, sirs, a hope lingers 
that we shall yet have that Union restored, and that we may be able 
to leave to our children what our fathers left us as a legacy — the 
best government on this earth. Let us believe and i'eel that we are 
passing through an ordeal as did they, which, although severe, will. 
yet bring out this nation as refined, gold, and that we shall be again 
the wonder and admiration, of all other nations of the world. 

Gentlemen, I hope you will not believe it flattery when I tell you 
that, if we may judge from the uninterrupted harmony which has 
characterised your whole session, a better body of men of the same 
number never before sat in political council ; and I am satisfied that no 
Convention- ever before assembled in Virginia where so much import- 
ant matter has been discussed and duly considered in so short a time. 
.You seemed to have but one heart and one mind in the work beftne 
yon, and that was to do the best you could possibly under the ex- 
. isting circumstances for the relief of our suffering people. Time 
alone can determine the wisdom or folly of your acts, and, if.. I com- 
plain at all, it is that you may have acted too hastily. These are 
uncommon and difficult times, and require great deliberation in all 
we do. I met nearly all of you here as strangers, but we are 
strangers no longer. There is not a single individual among you 
whom I do not now cherish as a friend. In retiring to my beloved 
home, I shall carry with me the pleasing rememberance of this hall, 
with you all around me, members and officers, including our. little 
page. Not one unpleasant recollection connected with any of you : 
not an unkind word or look directed to me at any time, but all the 
respect and deference which a father might expect from his children, 
have you continually shown me. This will be a green spot in my 
memory— an oasis in the desert of troubles through which I am 
plodding wearily, and at times almost hopelessly of getting safely 
through. Many of us, perhaps, will never meet again, but let us 
pledge ourselves here to-day to continue in the good cause which has 
brought us together as long as we can have hope of success, Fare- 
well, and may each of you be always most prosperous and happy. 

At the close of the President's remarks, the work of the Conven- 
tion having been completed, on motion of Mr. Wing, the Convention 
adjourned sine die. 
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